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Dear Parents and Guardians,

We begin February by recognizing African
American Month with thirty of our students
representing St. Thomas the Apostle School at the
African American Heritage Mass at Holy Name
Cathedral on Thursday, Februaft 4

Each grade level this month has special activities:

PreK-3 and 4will listen to stories about or by African
Americans, explore the map of Africa and make a quilt
and Ashanti cloth.

Kindergarten will listen to stories of famous African
Americans, discuss famous heroes of the past and
present and write a sentence about one of the heroes.
Students will learn about famous inventors, make a
folding fun mask and learn a poem called, “Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.”

First Graders will read books by and about African
Americans and learn about their struggle for freedom
and equality. Students will deliver a speech on an
African American that inspires them and the visual aid
they create for their speech will be displayed in the
hallway near Room 206.

Second Graderswill study a famous African
American and an African Saint each week during the
month of February.

Third Graders will create a cook book of African
American recipes. They will read about famous
African Americans, learn and play two African games
and will learn and recite two poems and a song

Fourth Graders will do one in depth report on an
African American of note and four brief reports on
four others. Students will discuss important natural
landforms in Africa and will decorate African
masks.

Fifth Graders will study and discuss African
American Poets from colonial times to the present

Sixth Graders will study African American Artist,
Jacob Lawrence with special emphasis on his very
famous serieShe Migration of The NegroStudents
will act as historians and collect family stories of
migration experiences. The “Last Summer with

Maizon” by Jacqueline Woodson and Eric Velasquez
will be read by students. Research on African
American Inventors will take place. The work of
Nikki Giovanni will provide the avenue for our
students to study poetry and its relation to music.

Seventh Gradersnhave been and will continue to view,
“Long Walk Home”, a movie describing and

discussing the early civil rights movement — the
Montgomery Bus Boycott in particular. They will,
among other things, be spending the month working on
a Family Tree Projeathich will be combined with
Interviewsthat they will be conducting with people

who were part of the civil rights movement

Eighth Graders will focus on “Leaders of the Past,
Present and Future” by presenting speeches, creating a
praise dance and exploring African-American
contributions to science and technology

Music Classeswill study African Musicans.

Art Classeswill do an in-depth study of African
American Artist, Jacob Lawrence.

The month will end with a very special Blues
Program by the International Jazz and Blues
Performer, Billy Branch on Monday, March 1%,
Please plan to join us for this special event. We are
most grateful td?arishioner, Mrs. Rosemary
Finnegan,for making this event possible. We will
advise the time of the performance once it has been
determined.

To date, the school has raised a total of $1,227.
for Haiti . Of this total $877 were donationsnade
to the Hope for Haiti Jar and an additio8860
came from the sale of student-created Haitian
Art. $100 of the jar donations came directly from
our STAR recycling program as our students
decided to donate those monies rather than
purchase additional recess play equipmefthank
You,All, for your generosity! (The donation jar will
continue to be available in the school office.)
Please remember what the letters in the windows
on the front of the school say,_“Pray for Haifi!

Sincerely.
Dorothy Murphy
principal@stapostleschool.com




February Calendar Recap

Feb. 1-6 Catholic Schools Week
1-4 Scholastic Book Fair — 3 to 5:30 pm
2 Home & School Mtg — 6:00 pm
3 Silly Sock Day
8 School Board Mtg. 6:30 pm
10 STA Raffle Ticket Stubs & Money Due
11 8th Gr. Grad Picture Day-Dress Up Day
12 NO SCHOOL - School Holiday
13 7:00 pm — Jazzy Mardi Gras Night
with Raffle Drawing
15 NO SCHOOL - President’s Day
17 Ash Wednesday — Lent Begins
Instructional Open House Day
8:30 am — 2:45 pm
22 NO SCHOOL - Prof. Development Day
25 Mom & Toddler Class — 10 to 11:30 am
26 OPEN HOUSE NIGHT for New Families
5:00 to 8:00 pm
27 Market Day Order Pick-Up
4™ Grade Parent/Student Volunteers

STA Students and Community Service
We rely on our students and parents to assist the

Parish and School at special events. The followihg

students took time from their weekends to assist

The Special January ©Martin Luther King Day

Celebration and Public Meeting at St. Thomas the

Apostle Parish:
Heather Bland
Josephine Brooks
Justin Paul Jones
Shelby Robinson

The School Open House on January:31

Daniel Adeleke
Linnea Bennett
Heather Bland
Jessica Booker
Alexandria Boykin
Maya Branch
Tylar Brown
Solomon Davis

Alana Evans
Lauren Merriwether
Keyana Pitts

Raven Redding
Shelby Robinson
Barbara Taylor, Il
Stephanie Tinsley

Kendall Wharton
Gabrielle Wilbert

Each of you represented STA in the best
possible way and your assistance at these
events was most valuable!

Our Thanks to You and Your Parents for

) ALUMNI News

Congratulations!to STA Alumni earning
Second Quarter Honors :

De La Salle Institute
Honors: Stefani Adams

Ronald Beach, Il
Jasmine Flores
Renee Jones
Marcea Lewis
Jazmin Neely
Dmitri Snyder
Jesica Stevenson
Aris Taylor
Britney Turner

St. Ignatius College Prep
First Honors: Layla West
Savannah West

Maria High School
High Honors: Lydia Willis

Honors: Tyna Bowens
Miriam Scheiber-Camoretti

Seton Academy
Principal’s Honor Roll: Jasmine Locke
[Jasmine was also named Salutorian!]

Please see attached listing for our STA Second
Quarter Honor Roll and Perfect Attendance
Students. Congratulations STA Students

donating your time to these events!

@

Y On the Sacraments g
Although the Church has established a
preferred age for the celebration of each of the
initiatory Sacraments, it is never too late. If
there are children over the age of seven, who
have not celebrated their First Communion or
students over the age of 13, who have not
been Confirmed, they may join us for the

special sessions that will begin soon.

First Communion preparation  will begin on
Sunday, February 14, at 2:00 pm — Rm. 308.

Confirmation preparation  will begin on
Sunday, February 7" at 1:00 pm — Rm. 104.

Parents are asked to accompany the
children for these important sessions.




“Book Buddies” = 7" & 15! Grade

“Is today Thursday?” First Grade Studdatiyah | —————————————

Smith asked. When she showed disappointment Congratulatlons'
that it was only Wednesday morning, she explained

to STA Basketball All- Stars

that she just saw her Book Buddy, Seventh Grader

London Lewis arrive at school and hoped it would
be the day they would
get together in the
afternoon to read
together. The Seventh
Graders have just begun
working with the First
Graders on reading
skills and it's apparent

they mutually enjoy the time.

“My Book Buddy’s name is Justin. When we first met,
he was so excited because his partner was hamed Justi
When reading in the hallway, | realized how much of a
an excellent reader he is to be in tfe&Stade. | think
that | have a great book buddy. Also, | can't wait to
watch him actually read a chapter book.”

- Justin Jones, ¥ Grade
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“It was fun and my Book Buddy was a fast reader. She
read at least 10 or more books with my help. | believe
Book Buddies is a great way for little kids to bond with

15t /2" Grade: Noah Williams

Kenon Agnew

814" Grade: Mason Williams

Tyler Bady

— 8" Grade (Girls): Amber Witherspoon

Maya Branch
Chatara Lewis

7"/8" grade (Boys): Carson Hughes
Eugene Witherspo

Andre Emery

| Special Congratulations'to:

Amber Witherspoon andCarson Hughes
who won Most Valuable Player

for their respective All-Star Games.

older kids and helps them out with reading skills. It's a
great experience for me and my Book Buddy.”
- Joshua Jones, 7 Grade

“I had a great time last Thursday working with my

Book Buddy, August! August and | both enjoyed ,..

ourselves. | was very impressed with her reading skills! '

Next time I'm going to make sure she chooses a little

harder book to read to boost her vocabulary! | had fun

and | can’t wait for next Thursday!” ()& **
- Kendall Wharton, 7" Grade

“My Book Buddy was Adesuwa. We read the book .
“Cinder-Elly”. Adesuwa read the entire book out loud

to me, she made very few mistakes. She was very gooc '
at sounding out the words she has trouble with and she
wasn't afraid to look up and ask me if she needed help.
She is very smart and she is able to get what she read
through her head and remember it so | can already tell
that she is going to be a good speaker and do well with
book reports.” -Heather Bland, 7" Grade

“What we do when our
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Book Buddies come is

we read and while we
read, if we need help,
they help us!

: th
- Ebony Woods-Vaughn, & Grade Friday, February 19™.

Our February Calendar incorrectly listégclusion
Day as Thursday, February®4it should be

“We read books and it was awesome and excellent and
good when Seventh Graders came to our class.”
- Adesuwa Osaghae,*iGrade
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Read All About 1 St Grade in the Herald! Lm:\ y The International Junior Academy of
Ms. Daschell Phillips, visited our First Grade Science Exposition on February 20, 2010 at

Class to interview the class about their discovery Guerin Prep High School.
of the Apothecary Bottle and all the learning
paths it has taken them on.

Her story, “St. Thomas kids on a caper”, appears
on the first page of the February3issue of the
Hyde Park Herald.

The students then had another opportunity to
expand their knowledge, after hearing about all their
follow up activities; Ms. Phillips invited the First
Graders conduct their own interviews.

They asked her about why she likes being a reporter 1 n€ IJAS Project Sessions _ will be held at
and learned how newspapers get printed. She told  the Museum of Science and Industry on
them about the team of writers that provide the March 13, 2010 and March 14, 2010 from
stories that go in each issue and she explained how 9 am to 12:00 Noon.

the paper is printed at an off site location and then The following St. Thomas students will be

The following St. Thomas students will be
participating in the Paper Session :

Jelani Sankey, Grade 7
“How can Video Games Cause Seizures?”
Health

Kendall Wharton, Grade 7
“Hand Washing vs. Hand Sanitizers”
Microbiology

driven back to the neighborhood. presenting their work:

The students were excited to get to learn more about Joshua Jones, Grade 7

another neighborhood professional. “How Long Does the Flavor Last

in Bubble Gum?

C@B STA Science Fair News Consumer Science

Our Science Fair on November 20, 2009 Lauren Merriwether, Grade 7

resulted in the following winners: “Heat Effect on Water Flow”
sth Grade Oceanography

Kendall Wharton, Grade 7

1* Place: Barbara Taylor, Il i iti
ace: Barbara Taylor, “Hand Washing vs. Hand Sanitizers”

“Solar Heater”

Environmental Sciences Microbiology
2" Place: Alexandria Boykin Delia West, Grade 7

“Solving Rust” “Papermaking”

Chemistry Consumer Science

3" Place: Justice Martin

“Good Apple or Bad Apple” Shelby Robinson & Heather Bland, Grade 7

“Does Salinity Affect which Fertilizer is

hemist )
Chemistry best for Growing Healthy Mums?”
7" Grade Botany
1st Place: Kendall Wharton Daniel Adeleke, Grade 7
“Hand Washing vs. Hand Sanitizer” “The Effect of Lactose Pills on Milk”
Microbiology Chemistry

2" Place: Joshua Jones

“How Long Does the Flavor Last Barbar%STa}ylolr_,' I, G”rade 8
in Bubble Gum?” Envi olar telatser_
Consumer Science nvironmental Science

3" Place: Delia West Raven Redding & Gabrielle Wilbert, Grade 8
“Papermaking” “What Type of Hair Do You Have?”
Environmental Science Consumer Science

Congratulations to ALL!



5" Grade - Room 209
-0-

4" Grade - Room 208

Veodies Jones, Il
Abigail Leverette
Nicholas Pope
Holly Roe
Orreana Walker

6" Grade - Room 210

Adam Ahmed
Solomon Davis

Wallace Goode, Il
Stephanie Tinsley

"8Grade - Room 304

7" Grade — Room 305

Alexandria Boykin

Heather Bland
China Burns Matthew Leverette
Lauren Merriwether Raven Redding
Shelby Robinson Barbara Taylor, Il
Gabrielle Wilbert

Delia West



1"#  1$ #

Pre-K 4 — Room 108
-0-

Pre-K 3 — Room 103
-0-

Kindergarten — Room 203
Jane Barnard
Jeffon Dudley
Walter Griffin
Jaden Kin

29 Grade - Room 205
Nkosi Everett
Robert Haskins
Willis Haskins
Aditya Naganna

1st Grade - Room 206
Siatta Fayia
August Fill

4th Grade - Room 208
Cassandra Jeffries
Abigail Leverette

Nicholas Pope

3¢ Grade - Room204
Elizabeth Bassett
Rebecca Bassett

6" Grade - Room 210
Christopher Calloway

5" Grade - Room 209
Journey Davis
Katherine Tinsley

8 Grade - Room 304
Michael Baker

Tylar Brown

Lamar Colon
Matthew Leverette
Gabirielle Wilbert

7" Grade - Room 305
Daniel Adeleke
Linnea Bennett
Shelby Robinson
Delia West
Kendall Wharton




