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Ms. Dorothy Murphy, Principal                                                 �������
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

 
 

We have just begun our new school year after a most 
productive summer. 
 

First, we want to welcome two new teachers,  
Ms. Berube, our PreK-4 Teacher; Ms. McNamee, 
our Second Grade Teacher and Mrs. Mitchell,  
our Assistant Principal. 
(The October Newsletter will introduce you to 
them.) 
 

Five classrooms and an office were painted this 
summer thanks to efforts of our Parents, Alumni, 
Parishioners, Teachers and University of Chicago 
Student Volunteers.   

A Special Thank You to All of You! 
 

Our Teachers have been taking classes to implement 
the Everyday Math Program; expand the Foss 
Science Program and continue the development of 
our Creative Writing Program. 
 

At the same time, our outstanding Maintenance 
Personnel (Mr. Walker, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Martin, 
Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Williams) and our Office Staff 
(Mrs. Peeples and Mrs. Perlut) have been readying 
the school and our Reading Garden for the start of 
this year.  So everything and everyone is ready to 
make this an outstanding year for your children.  
Thanks to everyone for their outstanding efforts! 
 

I would be remiss if I did not thank Father Michael 
for making it all happen and to All of You for 
giving us the privilege of working with your 
children. 
 

Thursday, September 3rd, is Back to School Night.  
It begins at 6:30 pm in the School Gym.  All parents 
are asked to come that night to be introduced to your 
child/ren’s teacher/s, hear their expectations and 
curriculum plans and what they would like you to do 
to help your child/ren have a successful school 
experience.  We look forward to seeing you. 

 

 
 

There is No School on Monday, September 7th, 
Labor Day. 
 

Wednesday, September 16th, is Instructional 
Open House Day, when you can come and 
observe classes in session from 8:30 am to 
2:45 pm.  The Seventh Grade will be leading the 
8:30 am All School Mass. 
 

There will be a Math and Science Night on 
Thursday, September 17th, from 5 to 7:00 pm.  
Please join us for this most informative night.  
This will be the first of two evenings set up to 
inform you about our new Foss Science and 
Everyday Math Programs at STA.  This will be 
a collaborative evening lead by both the 
University of Chicago Professional Development 
Instructors and our Teachers.  It will begin in our 
Gym with an overview given by the U of C 
Instructors and will later move into your 
child/ren’s classroom to see first hand what is 
taking place everyday.  They will explain what 
you need to do to help your child learn most 
effectively with these programs.   
 

Friday, September 18th, there will be No 
School due to a Teacher’s Professional 
Development Day. 
 

Please mark your calendar for two special 
dates, Thursday afternoon, October 1st, to 
join us as we officially dedicate our Reading 
Garden and Sunday, October 4th, as we 
celebrate the 140th Anniversary of 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish at 10:30 am 
Mass.  
 

Please remember my door and Mrs. Mitchell’s is 
always open, please stop by and say hello! 
 
  Sincerely, 
  Dorothy Murphy 
 

  principal@stapostleschool.com 
 
 



 

Nature + Reading = Enjoyment 
Our special space for continuing education, 
practicing meditation and peaceful relaxation is now 
fully available to our students and neighborhood 
friends.  
 

Our Reading Garden funded by the South East 
Chicago Commission / 
University of Chicago 
Neighborhood Enhancement 
Grant has already been 
sampled by some of our 
students at the end of last 
year.����  
 

Our ultimate vision is that our 
students, teachers and visiting 
school students and teachers can 
make use of this special space for 
outdoor reading, art, science and 
other creative classes and that 

parents, parishioners, community members can have  
a place to enjoy the peaceful, relaxing benefits of 
this oasis in an urban setting. 
 

In mid-June, our Reading Garden was “filled in” 
with a Tree, Shrubs and Perennials donated by STA 
Parishioners, Teachers and Friends by Mode 
Landscape Design.  Another “finishing touch” 
involved our flagpole being repainted late this 
summer by G&M Solutions of Hickory Hills who 
also provided the fence paint we used last year. 
 

Our Reading Garden Dedication is scheduled 
for the afternoon of Thursday, October 1, 2009 

and we hope you can join us. 
 

Just as in any garden, there is always room for 
additions and there are two flags marking the areas 
that still need large plants installed.  Those plants 
are: 
Tsuga Canadensis, 6’ [Canadian Hemlock] ($810) 

Picea omorika, 6’ [Serbian Spruce]  ($775) 
 

As we stated earlier, we are hoping a current Class, 
Alumni Group, or an organization would consider 
donating towards the funds needed.  At the moment 
there are some interested individuals who would like 
to join funds to purchase one of the trees listed 
above. 
If you would like to add to that joint venture, please 
advise Mrs. Perlut in the School Office.  
 

 
 

 
For those who are interested in donating towards the 
garden on a smaller scale, some other perennials can 
be purchased at $9.00 each.  These perennials are 
chosen for their colorful and longer bloom time for  
both Spring and Fall. A listing of these perennials is 
available in the School Office. 
 

To insure our young garden flourishes, we still need 
volunteers to water, weed and tend the garden on a 
weekly basis.   If you can donate an hour or two, 
please contact Mrs. Perlut at 773-667-1142. 
 
 
�
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This August we received a SchoolPAX check in  
the amount of $488.45 covering 122 purchases 
made by our parents at Footlocker!   
 

To remind you, SchoolPAX has added to their list of 
partner companies to help raise funds for STA!  
SUBWAY is now part of their program, joining 
FootLocker,  1-800-Flowers.com, Verizon  and 
Travelocity.   If you would like an additional 
SchoolPAX Informational Packet with all the 
details necessary for turning your routine shopping 
into everyday Fundraising for STA, just contact the 
School Office. 
 

Thanks to all who have made purchases with 
SchooPAX! 

 

You can continue to help STA earn contributions 
through your regular shopping by frequenting the 
various organizations who are partnered with STA: 

GoodSearch.com 
GoodShop.com 

SchoolPax 
Market Day 
Office Depot 

Target  
Scrip 

 

And remember to continue to: 
 

Recycle! – Aluminum Cans/Ink Cartridges 
SAVE - Box Tops for Education 
SAVE - Campbell Soup Labels 

 

Please continue to participate in these voluntary 
fundraising efforts and encourage your family and 

friends to try these easy ways help STA! 
 
 
 

 



ALUMNI News 
 

Kudos to Cynthia Johnson, STA graduate  
(Class of 2005) and former altar server, on her recent 
graduation from Fenwick High School, a Dominican 
college prep high school in Oak Park, IL.   
 

Cynthia was on the honor roll all 8 semesters at 
Fenwick and was a member of the National Honor 
Society.  She was on the Pom Squad all 4 years and 
was captain during her senior year.  Cynthia also 
enjoyed Fenwick’s drama club, the Blackfriar’s 
Guild, where she performed all 4 years in the variety 
show and in the spring musical.  She was life editor 
of the school yearbook and wrote for the school 
newspaper.  Cynthia also enjoyed participating in 
SADD, Campus Ministry, and the French club. She 
found special fulfillment in being a Kairos retreat 
leader during her senior year. School trips to France 
and London sparked a desire to travel in the future.   
 

Cynthia’s attachment to St. Thomas (even though it 
will be St. Thomas Aquinas instead of St. Thomas 
the Apostle!) will live on in September when she 
will attend the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
MN.  She plans to major in Communications with a 
concentration in Broadcast Journalism.   
 

Congratulations! Cynthia 
 

Cynthia is the daughter of Mary Kaess, former STA 
School Board president and current member of the STA 

Endowment Fund Committee. 
 

* * * * * * * * 
Cynthia’s Mother, wanted to share Cynthia’s College 
Essay with us along with the great news mentioned 

above. 
We think her upcoming concentration in Communication 
/ Broadcast Journalism will be a perfect fit.  Read on… 

 
Riding the Green Line 

            In many ways, people find it difficult to 
“label” me.  There is no one box to check that 
describes who I am.  I need words.  I am a biracial 
girl, with an African-American father and a 
Caucasian mother.  I was raised as a city girl, 
attending a predominantly black elementary school 
in a neighborhood on the south side of Chicago that 
has millionaires living just blocks away from public 
housing developments.  While still living in that 
same neighborhood, I now attend a predominantly 
white high school in the heart of suburbia. 
 
    

 
         Although this has sometimes been a challenge, 
I made a conscious decision not to force myself to fit  
in with any one clique.  Instead, I embrace my 
diverse identity by connecting with several different 
groups.  I have black friends, white friends, Asian 
friends, and Latino friends.  I have friends who are 
cheerleaders and jocks, but also friends who are tree-
huggers, nerds, and Goths.  I enjoy sharing my time 
with all of my friends.  At my school, being diverse 
makes me stand out, and I have to admit that I like 
this opportunity to be different. 
             The daily experience that has been the 
strongest influence in keeping my diverse identity 
grounded, both racially and socio-economically, is 
riding the Green Line.  The Green Line is a train that 
is a part of Chicago’s rapid transit system, taking me 
back home from suburbia through seedy west-side 
ghettos, into the glitzy heart of Chicago’s loop, and 
on to new yuppie South Side neighborhoods.  On the 
Green Line, I have been exposed to all walks of life.  
The bootleggers mesh with the businessmen and the 
bag ladies sit next to the stock market analysts.  The 
homeless ask the school kids for money.  For one 
part of my day, I get to see the socially elite and the 
socially outcast in the same place, at the same time, 
united in one goal to get somewhere.  For one 
moment in time, nobody’s better than the next guy 
on the Green Line.   
            Someday I want to use my experiences with 
racial and socioeconomic diversity to broaden the 
perspectives of others.  I want to be a journalist who 
will help others to see what I have seen and to better 
understand it.  As I sit aboard the train, I often crave 
an interview with those who ride the Green Line 
with me, wondering what stories these dissimilar 
people have to tell and wondering how many of them 
long for a voice to tell them.  Undoubtedly, some are 
just trying to survive by sleeping, eating, and 
begging for money.  Others, who can afford to have 
lives once off of the platform, are on their way home 
to relax with a family.  I know for sure, though, that 
they, like me, can never be described by checking off 
just one box.  They need words.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

The N1H1 Flu 
While ever so much is being written about this 
potential health concern, please do start with 
prevention.  Teaching your child/ren to use tissues, 
hand washing with soap or using hand sanitizers 
before and after meals, covering mouths when 
coughing, more hand washing and STAYING 
HOME WHEN ILL.  Please remember to keep your 
child/ren home until he/she is completely well.   
 

Our teachers and staff will continue to sanitize 
surfaces and reinforce the above mentioned health 
behaviors that you are encouraging at home. 
(See www.flu.gov.) 
 

�
 

Volunteering at STA 
 

To remind you, the Office for the Protection of 
Children and Youth of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
now requires any person wanting to volunteer at the 
school, in any capacity, to fulfill 4 requirements as 

indicated in our summer letter to parents.   
Please contact the School Office for details. 

 

STAR Project  
The S.T.A.R. (St. Thomas the Apostle Recycling) 
Project will soon be accepting your donations so 
please continue to save your aluminum products for 
recycling! 
 

More information about the S.T.A.R. Project will be 
sent home in the near future.  
 

Please remember: 
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STA Home & School Association 
Our Back to School Cocktail Social event this past 
Saturday was well attended regardless of the cooler 
than normal weather.  The response from Parish and 
School community was very positive and they would 
like to see more adult events from us. 
 

The Home & School is trying to secure tickets for 
those that are interested for the Universal Soul 
Circus and the following are the particulars.  Please 
e-mail me if this is something you would like for us 
to secure at robinbland@ymail.com. 
   

    
   Group Sales will hold a block of 20 tickets until   
   September 16th.  If we are interested in going   
   payment will have to be collected first. We can  
   also rent a bus which will increase the price by 
   about $5 to $7 dollars or everyone can be    
   responsible for driving themselves.  Please see 
   the following times and dates and check out the 
   Saturday date which seems to be the best bargain. 
 

·  Friday, Oct 2nd  is a ½ day for STA – 
Performance  at 7:30  - price $20 (center 
seating) and $18 (side seating) 

 

·  Monday, Oct 12th Columbus Day-No School 
for STA – Performance at 3:30 and 6:30 – 
price $17.50 (all seating) 

 

·  Saturday, Oct 3rd - Performance at 12 noon 
$16.50 (all seating) 

 
Upcoming 
 

·  Home and School meeting Tuesday, 
September 1st  at 6:00 pm in room 104 

 

·  Taffy Apple Sale to start September 21st 
 

·  Saints and Heroes planning meeting  
      October 6th at 6:00 pm in room 104 
 

·  Saints and Heroes Party October 24th 
�

Impromptu Raffle benefits STA Athletics 
During the Back to School Social, Mr. Sledge 
(Father of Marvin in 5 th Grade) donated  
two box seat tickets to the Cubs-Astro Game on 
September 2nd.  Ms. Murphy raffled them off at the 
two Parish Masses on Sunday, August 27th.   
 

Parishioner, Mrs. Rita Pickens won! 
 

The STA Athletic Department made $87 from 
this raffle!  Thank You Mr. Sledge for thinking 
of STA and Thank You Parishioners for taking 

part in the raffle! 

 
 

      The more that you read, 
 the more things you will know. 
     The more that you learn, 
     the more places you'll go. 
                             ~ Dr. Seuss ~�
�
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