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In the First Year of St. Thomas the Apostle School’ s Neighborhood 
Community Reading Garden, Mayor Daley’s 2009 Landsc ape Awards 
Program recognized St. Thomas the Apostle School’s R eading Garden as 
an area that “makes a substantial and lasting contr ibution to the well being 
of our city….helps beautify your local community an d, ultimately, all of 
Chicago by promoting a more healthy and enjoyable p lace for our 
families.”   
 
St. Thomas was one of fifteen schools so recognized at the awards ceremony held at 
Garfield Park Conservatory on Saturday, November 14, 2009.  There were 400 invited 
guests to this ceremony and 88 awards were presented highlighting the horticultural 
achievements of residents, businesses, schools and non-profit organizations in the  
City of Chicago.   
 
This was the 53rd year of the Landscape Awards Program.  Established in 1956, the first 
38 years of this program consisted of a garden contest that focused solely on the 
achievements of homeowners and their private property.  In recognition of the many 



organizations who have embraced Mayor Daley’s commitment to landscaping, the 
restructured Landscape Awards Program was launched in 1995.  The City of Chicago’s 
Department of Environment expanded the garden contest by adding new categories 
over the years including Multi-Unit Residential, Community Gardens, Schools, 
Commercial Landscapes, Public Institutions, Container Gardens, Green Roofs and 
Walls, Vegetable Gardens and Native Landscapes.   
 
Ms. Dorothy Murphy, Principal, and the St. Thomas the Apostle School want to recognize 
the University of Chicago and South East Chicago Commission Neighborhood 
Enhancement Program and the St. Thomas the Apostle School Parents and Parish 
Community as partners in this special award since their generous involvement created our 
Neighborhood Community Reading Garden. 
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