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Ms. Dorothy Murphy, Principal                                                              October, 20 09 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

October began with the Reading Garden Dedication 
on Thursday, the 1st and there was an  11:30 am 
Early Dismissal on Friday, October 2, for Teacher’s 
Professional Development in the afternoon. 
 

The 140th Parish Anniversary Celebration took 
place on Sunday, October 4th, and began with Mass 
at 10:30 am with Bishop Perry and a beautiful 
Reception in the School Gym immediately followed.   
This wonderful celebration conveyed the special 
spirit of the St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. 

 

Earlier, last week, your student/s received a packet of 
information on a New Voluntary Fund Raiser at STA 
– Innisbrook Wraps & Gifts.  The high quality 
merchandise offered can be ordered online.  Delivery 
of orders will take place before Thanksgiving.  Please 
share the catalogs with your friends and co-workers 
and remember they can order directly online!  
 

Virtus Training will be offered at St. Thomas the 
Apostle School on Saturday, October 10.  This is an 
Archdiocesan requirement for anyone who wishes to 
volunteer at the school.  You must register online for 
the training session and you have the option of 
choosing any training site if it is more convenient for 
you.  If you have questions regarding this process, 
please contact Mrs. Perlut in the School Office. 
 

There is No School on Monday, October 12, for the 
Columbus Day Holiday and there is No School on 
Friday, October 16, for an Archdiocesan Professional 
Development Day for the Teachers. 
 

Our Instructional Open House Day is Wednesday, 
October 21, from 8:30 am to 2:45 pm.  If you know 
of a family who is interested in our school, please 
share this information with them. 
 

The Home & School sponsors the Annual Saints and 
Heroes Halloween Party (invite friends and family!) 
on Saturday, October 24. 
 

 
 
 

 
The month will end with Mr. Weisflog’s Special 
Halloween Concert for students, friends, family 
on Friday, October 30, at 1:30 in the Church. 
 

Included in this newsletter you will find our Student 
Prayer Service Schedule and we invite you to join 
our students when your schedules allow.  Our Flag 
Football Team’s Game Schedule is also included  
and we encourage you to come out and support our 
student athletes!  Please join us for these wonderful 
student events. 
 

I want to Thank All of You for your cooperation in 
regard to our new Nutrition Program.  It does not 
mean the students cannot eat cookies, etc. you deem 
healthy.  It simply means we are partnering with you 
to make healthier choices in what the students eat.  
If a teacher, Mrs. Mitchell or I think something 
blatantly breaks our new rules, we will hold the snack 
item and return it to the student at the end of the day 
with the suggestion they eat it at home.  We are 
attempting to make our students more conscious of 
their food choices.  Thank you, again, for working 
with us in regard to this very important program. 
                   Sincerely, 
        Dorothy Murphy   
                              principal@stapostleschool.com 
 
Reading Garden Dedication – October 1, 2009 

In December of 2007 
we had the 
opportunity to put a 
proposal before the 
University of 
Chicago and South 
East Chicago 
Commission 
Neighborhood 

Enhancement Grant Program to fund a Reading 
Garden.  Through the efforts of our Reading Garden 
Committee, Father Michael Mulhall, Mrs. Judith 
Mitchell, Mrs. Betty Sitbon, Mrs. Carol Perlut and 
Ms. Dorothy Murphy,  our proposal was accepted 
and we received a full grant of $10,000. to begin 
work on this special space. 
 



 
One of the inspirations 
for this project is the 
example of Parishioners 
Julius and Anna 
Horvath along with 
their daughter, 
Catherine whose 
continuing garden work 
on the Church grounds over the years has always 
provided a most beautiful setting for  
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish.   
 

We wanted our project to reflect that same serene 
setting on the school side and our Landscape 
Designer, Mrs. Ellen Moderhack created a design 
that incorporated the architecture of our school 
building along with plants, shrubs and trees that 
would fulfill our vision of an oasis in an urban setting 
where students and adults could enjoy the peace that 
nature provides for reading, studying, meditating and 
relaxing. 
 

This area is intended to be a neighborhood space not 
only for our school and parish but for the community 
at large.  We have extended an invitation to 
neighboring schools to use this space to bring a class 
for special art, reading, science study and/or any other 
teachable moment that presents itself.  Our students 
have already begun to read here, hold prayer services 
and parents and teachers have taken a few moments to 
rest and relax here.   
 

The statue, St. Therese of Lisieux, “The Little 
Flower”, has a prominent place here because she 
promoted in her short life the idea of seeing God’s 
presence in nature and doing small things with love 
which shows our love to God.  These are concepts 
that speak to each of us, both children and adults, and 
seem to be very fitting for this Reading Garden.   
St. Therese was a Carmelite, the same order as our 
Pastor, Father Michael Mulhall, Father Bruce Taggart 
and Brother Daryl Moresco of the Carith House, the 
Pre-Novitiate House on our parish and school 
grounds.  The fact that this statue was housed in the 
nearby convent where the Dominican Sisters who 
taught here for 116 years is another historical tie-in to 
St. Thomas the Apostle School.  While the statue  
hasn’t been here that long, it did need major 
restoration work and we have Ms. April Albrecht  to 
thank for her incredible artistry.  The funding for this 
restoration and the pillar on which it stands was 
provided by the Knights of Columbus Madonna 
Della Strada Ladies Auxiliary Council #5574.   
 

 
Our deepest thanks to the University of Chicago and 
South East Chicago Commission Neighborhood 
Enhancement Program for providing initial funding 
for this Community Neighborhood Reading Garden.  
This project was realized through the hard work and 
contributions of many - Parents, Students, Faculty, 
Staff, Parishioners, University of Chicago Student 
Volunteers and Friends of St. Thomas the Apostle 
School in painting school fencing, preparing and 
maintaining the garden beds to funding the various 
plants, shrubs and trees.   
  

This area could not have been transformed without: 
  Bears Care for funding the paint for our fence; 
  Nick Markobrad of GM Solutions, Inc. for fence  
   paint and painting our flagpole;   
  St. Thomas the Apostle School Endowment      
   Committee for funding flagpole painting;  
  Ellen Moderhack of MODE Landscape Design  
    for designing our garden;  
  Mackey Landscapes, Inc. for installing the  
    hardscape and landscape;  
  Ruben Quiles of Smallscapes Woodshop for  
    building and installing the benches;  
  Plaquemaker.com for creating the garden signs; 
  April Albrecht for lovingly restoring our statue;  
  Knights of Columbus MaDonna Della Strada 
    Ladies Auxiliary Council #5574 for funding  
    statue restoration and pillar.   
  

We are grateful to ALL who have assisted in 
creating this garden and modeling to our students 
Community Service In Action. 
  

May all who enter enjoy this space created 
by many helping hands! 
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           Tsuga Canadensis, 6’               Picea   omorika, 6’ 
            [Canadian Hemlock]                 [Ser bian Spruce] 
                     ($810)                                         ($775) 
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Meet our Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Judith Mitchell has joined our staff this year as 
Assistant Principal.  She has been in the Archdiocesan 
Schools since 1980.  Recently she was the Assistant 
Principal and Curriculum Coordinator at Our Lady of 
the Gardens in Altgeld Gardens.  Her concentration 
has been with young children from preschool through 
third grade.  Mrs. Mitchell received the Kohl 
McCormick Early Childhood Teaching Award in 
1999 and was the first teacher in the Archdiocese to 
receive that recognition. 
 

Mrs. Mitchell has worked with STA on a part time 
basis during the past four years and is now excited to 
be a part of the staff full time so she can help fulfill 
the mission of St. Thomas the Apostle School. 
 

When asked about STA, Mrs. Mitchell said, “I am 
pleased to be a part of the STA community.  It is a 
treasure of a school with dedicated staff and 
wonderful children.  There are many exciting things 
happening that help to make STA so unique.  We 
have an outstanding Math and Science curriculum 
developed by the University of Chicago and provided 
to us through the generosity of Bears Care and 
Mr. Michael McCaskey.  We have a close partnership 
with the U of C and our teachers are given 
professional development monthly to enhance their 
strategies for writing with students.  I am amazed by 
the many opportunities provided for our students from 
sports to chess and Shakespeare.  There is more – the 
beautiful Reading Garden available to our children for 
prayer, reading, relaxing and enjoyment of nature 
amidst the hustle and bustle of a big city.  WOW! 
 

“I have felt so welcomed by the staff, students and 
families for which I am deeply grateful.  Thank you to 
all!  School is my passion and I look forward to 
coming each day.” 
 
 
 
                    A Teacher’s View 
                                  of Math & Science at STA 
Mr. Driscoll, our Fifth Grade Teacher, would like to 
share his view of Math & Science at STA.  We think 
you’ll enjoy reading his perspective. 
 

During the 2008-09 school year St Thomas the 
Apostle, because of funding from Bears Care, worked 
closely with the Center for Elementary Mathematics 
and Science Education ( CEMSE) at the University of 
Chicago. 
  

 

Math and Science Night, on September 17th, was a  
great opportunity for our parents to get information 
about our new math and science curricula.  That 
evening Members of the Center for Elementary 
Mathematics and Science Education at the University 
of Chicago reviewed the FOSS science program and 
Everyday Mathematics with our parents. 
  

Grade Five students were introduced to FOSS last 
year when we worked with the Levers and Pulleys 
module. The students did four investigations that 
introduced them to the fundamental concepts of 
simple machines. 
  

This year the grade five students will also do the 
Levers and Pulleys module as well as the Variables 
module. The Variables Module has four 
investigations that help students discover 
relationships through controlled experimentation.  
 

Students will fling, float, fly, and flip objects as they 
discover relationships in each investigation.  
  

Everyday Mathematics is based on the most recent 
research about how children learn. It has been 
adopted by school districts across the country. Many 
school districts that have adopted the program have 
seen their standardized math scores double. 
  

My experience with FOSS and Everyday Mathematics 
in the classroom has been fantastic. The children look 
forward to science and math class. A few weeks ago 
when I announced that it was time for math, one of 
the students said, "I love math!" 
  

After teaching with FOSS and Everyday Math, I and 
my fellow teachers are sold on both. 
  

I taught science and math the "traditional" way for 
over thirty years.  I can now say, "I love teaching 
science and math!" 
  

For more information about FOSS go to 
http://www.fossweb.com/ for Everyday 
Mathematics http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu/ 
 
 
FSP – Hot Lunch Issues 
If you need to contact Ms. Cozetta Jones, our Hot 
Lunch Coordinator, her daily schedule is 9:00 am to 
10:00 am to speak with parents about lunch orders. 
She is here from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm daily and you 
can leave a phone message so that she can reach 
you after lunches have been served. 
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Last year, we were blessed to have Mr. Lance Briggs 
of the Chicago Bears reach out to STA students and 
provide a very special holiday experience. 
 

This year, Chicago Bears Player, Mr. Israel Idonije 
#71, invited fifty of our students on August 22, 2009 
to attend the Bears Opening Pre-Season Game at 
Soldier Field against the Giants.  It was a beautiful 
night, the seats were great and the Bears won, 17 to 3! 

Thank you, Mr. Idonije for such a wonderful gift! 
 

 
ART News 
In September, students opened up their imaginations 
and captured it on paper.  They had fun studying 
surrealism.  They made intermixable portraits, 
dreamy collages of imaginary scenes and studied 
Magrit, Max Ernst, Salvidor Dali and Frida Kalo. 
 

The Art class can use old magazine and glue sticks so 
if any parents/guardians would like to donate to the 
Art Class, these are valuable items to us! 
 

After discussing Salvidor Dali’s mustache and 
surrealism, students created dream-like collages from 
old magazines in this style.  They studied his “melting 
clocks” and also looked at work by surrealist painter 
Magrit. 
 

Currently students are looking out on the horizon of 
perspective, pointalism and the impressionists.  

Sailboats get smaller as they reach the 
horizon, so we are creating art with 
only dots like the painter George 
Seurat.   
�
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Shopping at TARGET brings STA Benefits! 
Thanks!  to Parents/Guardians and Friends of 
STA. We recently received a donation check from 
Target in the amount of $278.89 which represents 
1% of the total amount of purchases made by those 
who have designated St. Thomas the Apostle 
School as beneficiary of their Target shopping.   

To learn more about this program, go to 
www.Target.com/tcoe 



 

STA Wellness Program  
Mr. David Boykin, parent of Alexandria an 8 th 
Grader, shared the following from the Parent 
Newsgroup he administers: 
 

“Rachel (mom to Jane, Kindergarten) wrote: 
I just wanted to chime in about the healthy eating 
policy. We're big fans (or at least my husband 
and I are - our girls would love more Cheetos in 
their lives). 
 

We don't buy chips or pop. If we did, we'd eat it 
and so would our girls. So we have a policy 
about just not buying junk food so that we don't 
have it in the house. It seems to help us if our 
only food choices are relatively healthy. 
 

Jane (Kindergarten) came home from the first 
week on school asking me to put chips in her 
lunch because other kids had them. As luck 
would have it, Providence was on our side and 
St. Thomas announced the new healthy eating  
policy.  So I am indebted to Ms. Murphy and  
St. Thomas for saving me yet another accusation 
of being a "mean mommy" - because I just told 
her that the school had a new "no chips" rule. 
Awesome. 
 

It's great when your school reinforces the things 
you do at home (like healthy eating, politeness, 
saying grace at meals). We really love that  
about St. Thomas. 
 

Cheers, 
Rachel (mom to Jane, Kindergarten)” 
 
Mr. Boykin also included a list of snacks that  
“we, the parents, think should be included on the 
‘Healthy’ side of the snacks list.   ALL of the  
snacks listed have been approved by "Health 
Aware" organizations so hopefully our children 
will have a wider variety of choices.”  Thank you, 
Mr. Boykin and parents!  Here is the list: 
 

Graham Crackers 
Fruit Bars 
Smoothies 
Vegetables, Fresh 
Yogurt Dips for Fruit & Veggies 
Yogurt 
Trail Mixes (without peanuts) 
Granola Bars 
Muffins 
Cheeses 
Humus 
Bagels & Cream Cheese 
 

Popcorn 
Grapes 
Fruit Snacks 
Cheese Sticks eg:  Part-skim Mozzarella Cheese 
Cereal (Cheerios, Fruit Cheerios, Life) 
Yogurt Cups 
Nuts:  Almonds, Walnuts, Pecans  (NO Peanuts) 
Raisins 
Fruits, fresh or dried 
Fruit Cups 
Bread Sticks 
Breadsticks 
Cereal Bars 
Cookies, Oatmeal or Homemade 
Fruit Snacks 
Gatorade 
Marshmallows Miniature (in moderation) 
Mini rice cakes 
Pretzels 
Pudding, Chocolate Low-Fat 
Quick Breads, Pumpkin or Banana 
Rice Cakes 
Seltzer or Sparking Water (flavored or not) 
Taffy Apples (without peanuts) 
Tortilla, Pita or Baked Chips 
 

Please remember, Peanuts are Not Allowed 
at STA due to allergies. 
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This year we are introducing a new 
voluntary fundraiser at STA – 
Innisbrook Wraps & Gifts.  This 

program is a short-term fundraiser.  Details were sent 
home last week.  The School’s ID #113486 is needed 
to place your order online. You can “tally” your order 
online and simply bring in your printed voucher form 
and check made payable to St. Thomas the Apostle 
School or you and/or family and friends can order 
online and pay by credit card. 
  
Students receive prizes for their involvement in the 
sale and STA has the potential to make a 50% profit 
which will assist with our general school budget.   
 

Those who “tally” online will receive their order at 
the school for pick up before Thanksgiving.  We will 
advise exact delivery date later.  Using this process 
will save you the cost of tax and shipping. 
 

Those who “order” online and pay by credit card will 
have their order delivered to their home address (and 
will incur the tax and shipping costs). 
 



ALUMNI News 
Congratulations! to STA Alumni earning Fourth 
Quarter / Second Semester Honors last school year: 
 

Brother Rice 
High Honors:   Kenneth A. Furlough 

 

De La Salle Institute 
Honor Roll:   Ronald Beach, II 

                                          Jordan Burns 
          Myra Conner 
         Marcus Crayton 
         Jeffery Freelon 
         Renee Jones 
         Jazmin Neely 
         Dmitri Snyder 
         Jesica Stevenson 
         Britney Turner 
 

St. Ignatius College Prep 
Jasmine Smith 

Layla West 
 

Queen of Peace 
A Honor Roll:   Krystina Scott 

 

Seton Academy 
Principal’s Honor Roll:   Jasmine Locke 

                    Sean Martin 
 

Second Honor Roll:  Nakia Conner 
 
 

Kudos to Erin Dickerson and Neal Sales-Griffin, 
STA Alumni from the Class of 2001! 

   They recently graduated from Northwestern    
   University’s School of Education and Social Policy. 
 

   Neal received the School’s top award, the Alumni 
Leadership Award, in his major – Learning and 
Organizational Change, and another award for his 
minor in Business Institutions.  Neal also completed a 
one year term as president of the student government 
(ASG) at NU. 
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October marks the time Home and School starts it 
annual fundraisers.  We start with the Affy Tapple 
Sale which ends on October 23rd.  Delivery will 
take place on Wednesday, October 28th. 
 

The SAINTS AND HEROES PARTY is on 
Saturday, October 24.   This event is the most 
anticipated event of the year and because parent 
volunteers so generously supports this effort it has 
become one of our most successful fundraisers.  
Soon you will be hearing from your Room Parents 
regarding grab bag donations and volunteers for the 
evening.    
We are in need of a Karaoke machine that can  
be viewed on a TV or computer monitor, age 
appropriate X-Box games and several Basketball 
Referees.  
Saints and Heroes details will be communicated  
at the Home and School meeting and through  
our NEWSGROUP. 
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Sunday, October 25th the Bears play the Bengals 
kick-off is at 12 noon.  Home and School will again 
give you 180 inches of televised football viewing 
along with food and drink in right here in the school 
gym.  Be sure to bring your favorite chair and foot 
stool. 
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Don’t forget that Friday, November 6th is ½ day  
and those that register for the skating party will leave 
directly from school by bus to the rink and will be 
returned to the school parking lot. Pick up will be at 
3:30 pm 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THE UNOFFICIAL STA 
STUDENT DIRECTORY OR NEWSGROUP 
PLEASE CONTACT DAVID BOYKIN AT 
VWDOC1@AOL.COM 
     
   * Home & School Meetings are on the 
          first Tuesday of each month, 6 pm. * 

 


