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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Congratulations to our Flag Football Team for
winning the Championship Game!

Our White and Green Volleyball Teams
experienced a very good season. Congratulations
to our Green Team for tying for 3 Place! We're
very proud of you!

A Special Thank You to Mr. Baker and the coaches
who make sports happen at STA!

The First Theatre Club Orientation Night for Parents
was held in my office on November 17, 2009. Goals,
expectations, needs and questions were answered by
the Theatre Club sponsoMrs. Berlin, Mr. Driscoll,

and U of C Theatre membebfs. Hutchinson,

Mr. Adams, and Ms. Wattherswho are partnering

with STA to make this year’s production of

The Tempestmost memorablen May 16, 2009.

Mark your calendars and plan to join us for an
outstanding production.

During December all classes will have Advent Prayer
Services on Decembef"714" and 2£'. Please check
the Advent Prayer Services listing in this newsletter
for times and join us for our community prayers.

The students and teachers are now busily working on
the Christmas Program which we hope will set the
tone for your holidaysPlease plan to attend this

most special all school event on December®at
10:00 am in the Church.

On November 24, our Annual Raffle Tickets were
distributed to all our families. This year we are
incorporating this Mandatory Fundraiser with a

New School Event — “Jazzy Mardi Gras with Maggie
Brown” on Saturday, February 13, 2010We hope

the extended time you have will make it easier to sell
your tickets. Consider taking the opportunity to sell
your tickets to friends and family during your holiday
get togethersRemember, all the prizes are cash and
| believe these prizes will be welcomed by all!

The Advance Tickets to attend the special event,
“Jazzy Mardi Gras”, on Saturday, February 13,
2010, are available in the School Office. Ticket
prices are: $15.00 for a single ticket
$25.00 for a couple.
After January 15, the ticket prices s will be:
$20.00 for a single ticket
$30. 00 for a couple.

Special Thanks'to all those who participated in
the voluntaryinnisbrook Wrap Fundraiser we

just completed.The school budget has benefited
from this event in the amount of $2,951.5%0r
those who wish they could place another order,
you can! Innisbrook Internet Ordering can be
done throughout the year and St. Thomas can
continue to benefit from your ordering, just go to
www.innisbrook.comand use St. Thomas School’s
ID # 113486to place your Internet Order.

Since this was our first year using Innisbrook, |
would like to hear your opinion on this fundraiser
so that we can make a decision on doing it again
next Fall. Please share your comments with me
either in person, by phone or e-mail. As you
know, fundraisers provide additional income to
assist with our yearly budget.

The involvement of our parents in their child/ren’s
school life and also in the life of the school is what
makes St. Thomas the Apostle School truly a
Family experience!

Thanks to all for being involved!

Sincerely.
Dorothy Murphy
principal@stapostleschool.com
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In Jesus is the path to Wisdom,
Open our eyes to see his presence,

Remembering in our Pravers[“" =

Mr. Michael Gordon - il | Open our ears to hear his words,
STA Volunteer, Coach - Open our mouths to sing his praise,
Mr. Michael Gordon passed away quite suddenly Open our hearts to care for others.
November 17, 2009. He was one of eight childre noES %
born to Thomas and Dorothy Gordon. Mr. Gordo " Py Y

was born in Chicago in 1948 and attended

Carver Middle School, Carver High School and — O

Southern lllinois University.

He served in the United States Army and was

honorably discharged in October, 1971. He marrjg December Calendar Recap

his childhood sweetheart, Villa D. Perry Gordon il Dec.1 Home & School Mtg — 6:00 pm

1993. Mr. Gordon’s family includes a son, daugh 4 PreK 3 & 4 Field Trip to

and three grandsons. The Children’s Farm

5 Breakfast with Santa — 10:00 am

7 Progress Reports Go Home

7-18 St. Leonard’s / Grace House
Advent Drive

His career included managing the family grocery
store. He was an Instructor and Captain of the
Lifeguards at the Chicago Park District Natatoriur}.

In 1985, he fulfilled a lifelong dream by becoming 16 Instructional Open House Day
a fireman with the Chicago Fire Department. He 19 Market Day Order Pick-Up
worked his way through the ranks to obtain the 22 All Student Christmas Program
title of Fire Marshal within the Office of Fire 10:00 am in Church
Investigation. Early Dismissal — 11:30 am

_ ] o No Hot Lunch; No PM Care
Mr. Gordon demonstrated his faith by giving of Christmas Vacation Begins
himself at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. He 23- Jan. 5 — Christmas Vacation

served as Head Usher, as a member of the

ini : Jan. 6, 2010 - ClI R
Bereavement Ministry, the Arts and Environment an asses kesume

Committee, and many other roles. He was a
proud member and officer of the Knights of
Columbus (Madonna Della Strada Council #5574}
He truly loved music and coaching the children’s
basketball teams at St. Thomas the Apostle Schc

Mr. Gordon'’s love of the school was evident by hi
volunteer efforts as a Coach, Substitute Teacher,
Tutor, Mentor. Giving of his expertise as a forme
Fire Fighter, he assisted with developing safety
policy at the school and gave Fire Prevention
workshops for the students and teachers. His
unconditional love of the children brought him to
numerous sports events and made it clear that he
was willing to help the school in any way he coulc

He was a very special role model for all our stude
and he is missed and will be remembered for
reminding us all to be the best we can be.

Please join us in keeping Mr. Gordon
and his Family in your prayers.
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+ STA Reading Garden

I As you may have heard, our
: Reading Garden was

recognized and awardelf lace in the Schools

create our Reading Garde@ongratulations! to
Mrs. Ellen Moderhack, our Landscape Designer,

earlier work with Franklin Fine Arts School.

Another SPECIAL THANKS! to the
STA Alumni High School Class of 1954

i and implemented a fundraising campaign with the
» Class of 1954 to help STA raise funds for the

| remaining trees that are needed to complete the Ngrth

: portion of our Reading Garden. Thus far we have
received $410. towards this effort.
Thank You,Mrs. Kunkel and the Class of 1954!

ALUMNI News

Congratulations!to STA Alumni earning First
Quarter Honors :
St. Benedict High School
Honors: Asia Bryant

De La Salle Institute
Honors: Ronald Beach, Il
Myra Conner
Renee Jones
Marcea Lewis
Jazmin Neely
Dmitri Snyder
Jesica Stevenson
Aris Taylor
Britney Turner

Maria High School
High Honors: Tyna Bowens
Lydia Willis

Honors: Aracelli Scheiber-Camoretti

Please see attached listing for our STA First
Quarter Honor Roll and Perfect Attendance
Students. Congratulations STA Students!

Division, Region 4 of Mayor Daley’s 2009 Landscape
Awards on November™, We are very proud of this '
achievement and want to Thank everyone who helﬂ)ed

who was recognized as Gardener of the Year for hier

| Alumna Mrs. Mary Kunkel contacted us in Octobe

Flag Football Season Finale

On Saturday, November 7', STA's Flag
Football Team won the Championship of the
South Side Catholic Flag Football League.

The STA Raiders were undefeated during the
regular season and beat Holy Angels, St.
Elizabeth and Visitation in the playoffs.

I'd like to Thank our great coaches,
Mr. Michael Mitchell andMr. Jamal Henry for
their dedication, brilliant coaching and for being
role models for our student/athletes. The entire
STA team will be inducted into the School’'s Hall
of Fame at the Spring Sports Banquet.

Job well done STA Raiders!

- Michael Baker, STA Athletic Director

Volleyball Finale

The STA Lady Raiders were undefeated during
the regular season. The Raiders lost to St.
Margaret during the playoff semi-finals, and thus
tied for 3¢ Place. This was our first season for
Volleyball at STA and it was remarkable what our
team accomplished!

A big Thanks! tocCoach Carmela Merriwether
whose patience, knowledge and dedication led the
way to a very successful season.

I'd like to commend all the players who worked
hard to make this first season a big success. We
are already looking forward to next year!

- Michael Baker, STA Athletic Director

STA'’s First Mom & Toddler Class

Our first Mom and Toddler Class held on
Thursday morning, Novembel'5was fun and
informative for all. Dr Pierce, Pediatrician, and
Mrs. Mitchell, Early Childhood Educator,
addressed topics from healthy sleep routines tq
secure swaddling to picky eaters. We welcomgd
babies and toddlers from two weeks to two years
old.

Our next class will be Thursday, January 28,
2010, from 10:00 to 11:00 AM.The class is freq,
but we do ask that you contact the school to
register. Join us and bring your friends!

Please call St. Thomas the Apostle School offige
at 773-667-1142 to reserve your space.




Our First Grade
Learning Experience Continues..

You may remember that while

planting a tree in the Reading Garden

at St. Thomas the Apostle School, Mr. Ted Martin

and Mr. Maurice Hayes, discovered an old apothecary
bottle. This discovery has proven to be a fabulous
opportunity for the First Grade class to learn about the
history of Hyde Park and for neighborhood
professionals to teach the students about their
important roles in the community.

As part of a study of pharmacies both past and
present, the First Grade teacher, Mrs. Kate Berlin,
invited a pharmacy student from Katsaros Pharmacy
on 539 Street to come and talk to the class about her
decision to become a pharmacist, how medicines are
made, and how pharmacists help the community get
the supplies they need. On NovembértBe class

went on a field trip to the CVS Pharmacy in Kimbark
Plaza to learn more about how pharmacies operate.
Pharmacist Ronald Berniard gave the class a behind
the scene tour of a modern pharmacy. Students got to
venture behind the counter and have all their
guestions answered. They learned about the different
types of medicine bottles and vials which they have
enjoyed comparing to the antique bottle.

Mr. Berniard also demonstrated how solid tablets are
crushed with a mortar and pestle in the process of
making a liquid medicine.

On November 23, the first grade took a trip to the
Special Collections Research Center at the Regenstein
Library at the University of Chicago. David Pavelich
and Julia Gardner, Reference and Instruction
Librarians, arranged for the class to view photographs
of Hyde Park from the 1890s through the 1920s.

An urban archaeologist from the University of
Chicago and PhD candidate, Rebecca Graff,
agreed to help Mrs.Berlin conduct further research
with the bottle. She discovered that the
apothecary named on the bottle, “Rogers and
Diamond Apothecaries and Chemists,” was not
located in Hyde Park, but was actually located
downtown. From the 1898 Lakeside Annual
Directory of the City of Chicago she found our
apothecary listed on 246 Clark and 245 Dearborn.
Then in the 1917 Lakeside Annual Directory of
the City of Chicago they are listed on 238 S. Clark
and 239 S. Dearborn. She noted that the Chicago
street grid was renumbered between 1909-1911 so
the business may not have changed locations.
The bottle's journey to Hyde Park is still a
mystery!

Rebecca Graff, who is currently finishing her
dissertation, "The 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition: Public Archaeology, Consumption
and Tourism in Chicago's Jackson Park," is
currently planning a visit to the First Grade
classroom later this winter. She intends to bring
some of her own discoveries from Jackson Park
and with some fellow graduate students will teach
the class about the work of an archaeologist.

As the First Grade
Class and Mrs. Berlin
contemplate their
blessings this holiday
season, they feel very
fortunate to be
surrounded by
individuals and a community that is so supportive
of their investigationsThank you to everyone
who has helped them out

Students compared the neighborhood today to how it
looked one hundred years ago. This experience
helped the students appreciate how life was different
back when someone purchased the apothecary bottle,
They also walked around the neighborhood taking
their own photographs of some of the same locations
featured in the archived photographs. The class
walked to the Midway Plaisance and ran around in the
empty fields. Then they looked at a photograph of the
Ferris Wheel from the World's Columbian Exposition
in 1893. Students were amazed to see the dramatic
transformation of the same space — grassy soccer
fields today, maze of buildings and attractions in the
past.
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STAR Project
Our recycling efforts continue! You'll soon be
seeing signs/posters in our hallways reminding us all
to recycle, especially during this time of year when
plenty of throw-away items abound! Remember that
recycling and re-purposing items helps everyone!

St. Leonard’s / Grace House Advent Drive
This Annual Advent collection takes place from
December % through December ¥8and will benefit
the men and women who are in the process of]
re-entering society. More details on this project
will be sent home in the near future.

A Kindergarten Mom'’s
Perspective

Mrs. Rachel Barnard posted the
following on a parent blog, and we
thought it might be of interest:

“With all the talk about Kindergarten options, |
thought | would add some information about St.
Thomas. My daughter, Jane (5) goes there and loves
it. As parents, we've been very happy with it too. For
those of you not familiar with the school, it is at 55th
and Woodlawn and has ~200 students in grades
PreK3-8. It is a Catholic school, though the majority
of students aren't Catholic. The principal is

Ms. Dorothy Murphy. I highly recommend talking with
her. She is passionate about her school and highly
involved in the daily activities.

Kindergarten at St. Thomas as we've experienced it:

Kindergarten class has 19 students in three adjoining
classrooms with 3 teachers. They often work in small
groups of 6-7.

Classrooms are bright and friendly, adorned with
kids' projects and filled with all kinds of fascinating
books, toys, blocks, art materials, etc.

Recess twice a day.

Emphasis is on respect for others and for God.

St. Thomas reinforces the manners and politeness
we teach at home, resulting in a lot more "yes
please” and "no thank you" around our house!

Gym, Music, Spanish, Library are special classes
once a week.

Jane loves the music class because they dance too.
She sings her songs and dances for us at home. She
has learned all the lyrics to Louis Armstrong's "What
a Wonderful World". Her "doo wop" number is
amazing too!

"Everyday Mathematics" curriculum. In
Kindergarten so far, they have learned about
relative quantities, counting by 2s, 5s, 10s,
adding and subtracting on a number line, etc.
Jane often chooses the math games for her free
play time. http://feverydaymath .uchicago. edu/

Learned the Lord's Prayer and the Pledge of
Allegiance and a simple table grace.

Starting on the FOSS science curriculum this
month with a unit on animals.

New healthy eating program - junk food
prohibited in school and kids have nutrition and
fitness activities.

Last but not least - parents are very involved in
the school and in their children's education.

The school has an instructional open house on
Oct. 21st from 8:30-2:45. You can walk around
the school and visit any classroom while school is
in session. It's a good way to get a feel for what
goes on.

We have certainly been very pleased by the
quality of the program there - and we love to walk
to a school right in our neighborhood.

Best,
Rachel (Jane 5, Dorothy 2)”

The Advent Wreath

The Advent Wreath, a venerable European
tradition, can be a way to involve even very little
children in learning about Christian preparation —
not only for celebrating Our Lord’s birth, but to
make our hearts truly ready to receive him.

The wreath’s symbolism of the advent (coming) of
Light into the world is clear. The gradual lighting
of the four candles (3 purple and 1 pink), one on
each Sunday of the Advent Season, combined
with the liturgical colors of the candles (purple is
the penitential color used during Advent and Lent;
rose is a liturgical color used only on Guadete
Sunday in Advent and Laetare Sunday in Lent)
help to symbolize not only our expectation and
hope in Our Savior's first coming into the world,
but also in his Second Coming as Judge at the
end of the world.

The wreath itself is also symbolic. The circle of
evergreen in which the candles are placed
represents everlasting life. The seed pods, nuts
and cones used to decorate the wreath are
symbolic of resurrection, and fruits represent the
nourishing fruitfulness of the Christian life.



Third Grade + Foss Science = Bess Beetles

The Third Grade students observed and described the
structures and behaviors of the Bess beetles. They
learned that most structures and behaviors help the
beetles survive in their habitats. They also
investigated the pulling strength of the beetles: Using
the Foss balance beam, students learned that the
beetle's mass was equal one jumbo paper clip. They

discovered that if a Bess beetle equals one large papef

clip, every paper clip it can carry is like carrying
another beetle on its back. Students secured a piece
of paper towel to a desktop with small pieces of tape
at each corner. (The paper towel gives the beetle a
rough surface to grab
as it walks). Students
worked in groups of
fours and fives and
cut 8-10 inches of
dental floss and tied
the ends to make a
loop. They placed the
entire loop under the beetle, at the joint in the thorax,
and used a slipknot to tighten the harness.
The beetle walked around with the loop hanging
behind it. Students opened one end of a jumbo paper
clip slightly and slipped it in the floss loop. As the
beetle began to walk pulling
the clip, students chained a
second clip onto the first
one. They continued adding
paper clips to the first clip
until the beetle stopped walking. The number of the
paper clips depended on the size of the beetle. The
largest beetle carried 37 large clips; each of the two
medium sized carried 30 paper clips; and the smallest
beetle carried 24 paper clips!!
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As you do your Christmas Shopping this year,
please consider shopping the following avenue
which can also help STA fundraising:
GoodSearch.com
Market Day
Target
Office Depot
SchoolPax Program: Foot Locker
& 1-800-flowers.com

And Remember

GoodShop.com
Just go taovww.GoodSearch.com
enter St. Thomas the Apostle, choose Chicago
then click on th&soodShoplink., or you can go
directly towww.GoodShop.con(just remember
to choose St. Thomas the Apostle before you
shop).

You will get the exact same prices as if you we
to the store’s website directly except now a
percentage of the sales price will be donated t
your favorite cause. The donations to STA
average around 3%, but some can go higher
depending on the store you shofhe merchants
include Target, BestBuy, Zappos, ebay, Staple
Macy’s, Nike, Wal-Mart, HomeShopping
Network, Kohl's, Barnes & Noble and more
stores are being addedSo PLEASE, check out
this new avenue to shop not only for Christma
but year round!

Fundraising is part of the life of any non-profi
organization and with your help using the abo
merchants will help our general budget and y

tuition costs!

Also, please remember to save
Box Tops for Education
Campbell Soup Labels
and
Recycle! — Aluminum Cans/Ink Cartridges
These programs also benefit STA!




5" Grade - Room 209

4" Grade - Room 208

Alton Brooks, Il Jasmine Barlow
Jessica Booker

Noah Jepsen
Emmanuel Davis

Nicholas Pope
Holly Roe Journey Davis

6" Grade - Room 210

Adam Ahmed
Solomon Davis

Wallace Goode, Il
Stephanie Tinsley

"8Grade - Room 304

7" Grade — Room 305

Alexandria Boylin

Heather Bland
China Burns Tylar Brown
Lauren Merriwether Matthew Leverette
Delia West Raven Redding
Barbara Taylor, IlI

Kendall Wharton
Gabrielle Wilbert




Pre-K 4 — Room 108
-0-

Pre-K 3 — Room 103
Margaux Constant

Kindergarten — Room 103
Joi Belcher

Onyedika Chidume
Grant Godwin
Walter Griffin

29 Grade - Room 205
Jasmine Belcher
Caleb Davis

Nkosi Everett
Matthew Manning
Aditya Naganna

1st Grade - Room 206
Siatta Fayia

August Fill

Jhordan Jointer

4th Grade - Room 208
Cassandra Jeffries
Abigail Leverette
Nicholas Pope
Edward Singleton, Il

3¢ Grade - Room204
Paula West

6" Grade - Room 210
Christopher Calloway

5" Grade - Room 209
Jasmine Barlow
Jessica Booker
Journey Davis
Melinda Gennings

'8 Grade - Room 304

7" Grade - Room 305
Michael Baker

Daniel Adeleke

Linnea Bennett Tylar Brown
China Burns Lamar Colon
Derrick Davis Hope Lane

Matthew Leverette

Shelton Oliver-Lewis
Raven Redding
Aja Taylor
Gabrielle Wilbert

Joshua Jones
Shelby Robinson
Delia West




